Course of the Week – St. Andrews Jubilee




St. Andrews  Jubilee Course – Another jewel in St. Andrews golfing crown.  

By David Brice / Golf International, Inc.

St. Andrews Jubilee Course is links golf at its finest - an unforgiving layout that demands strategy throughout, rewarding technique over power.

If there is any place that deserves to be called the world capital of golf, it’s the small Scottish town of St. Andrews - population 16,000.

This is home to the Royal & Ancient Golf Club, the British Golf Museum and six, soon to be seven, highly respected links golf courses, including the oldest and most revered in the world, St. Andrews Old Course.

But for all of the attention that is constantly heaped on The Old Course, it’s easy to overlook the fact that several of St. Andrews other courses are world class in their own right, deserving of far more recognition than they get.

Nobody disputes The Old Course’s rightful claim as the top ranked layout in Scotland and certainly in this town, but not too far behind are another pair that reside here in the capital of golf, St. Andrews New and Jubilee courses. Whether one is better than the other is a question that will never be answered conclusively, everyone having his or her personal preference.

The two layouts were opened within a couple of years of each other – The New opened in 1895 and The Jubilee in 1897. The Jubilee has a slight advantage when it comes to length, measuring almost 6,800 yards, just 200 yards longer than The New Course. In terms of difficulty, neither is a walk in the park and both provide a stiff challenge for any golfer.

Acknowledging that personal opinion is not always objective, my own thought is that The Jubilee Course has a slight edge over The New Course and is certainly the toughest layout in St. Andrews.When the course opened more than a century ago, it was a humble 12-hole layout specifically designed for ladies and beginners, but much has changed over the years.

A brief 5 years after opening, it was decided the course could and should be extended to a full 18 holes. This, the first of several changes Jubilee would undergo, was accomplished in 1905. Further improvements were made in 1946 when the layout was further extended to just over 6,000 yards.

By the mid-fifties, St. Andrews was in need of another championship layout that was capable of testing the 20th century professionals to the maximum. The Jubilee was yet again scheduled for even more improvements and a further lengthening.

Noted British architect Donald Steel was brought in for the purpose and in 1989, the new improved Jubilee opened for play. Extended to 6,800 yards, The Jubilee now had teeth and provided one of the most formidable tests of golf to be found in this part of Scotland.

The layout is situated on the seaward side of the peninsula that houses all of the St. Andrews courses, exposing it far more to the wind and elements coming in from the sea than any other in the area, but that’s just the beginning of the challenges.

The course has length, but it has never had width. Squeezing an out and back layout into such a slim tract of land provides only the very narrowest of fairways and pinpoint accuracy is required from start to finish, unlike the other St. Andrews layouts that are noted for their generous fairways.

If you expect the tight fairways to be compensated for through some other generosity, forget about it. The bunkers on The Jubilee are just as plentiful and just as deep as on the neighboring courses; the rough is no less punishing; the undulating fairways and fast greens no more accommodating. Throw in a few blind tee shots for good measure and no matter how you look at it, The Jubilee is a toughie, with no heart or forgiveness in her.

Placement of your drive is far more important than distance off the tee and with the wind as much in evidence as it is, keeping the ball low is just as important – the price for straying into the rough (which is really rough) is too much to pay!

A successful round here demands strategy and a total focus of attention throughout, anything less just won’t cut it.

This is one of those courses where you really should take a caddie if you can.  His familiarity with the course and how it should be played will only add to your enjoyment and perhaps even avoid some embarrassment.  

No matter which way you slice it St. Andrews Jubilee is links golf at its very best and although it’s The Old Course that has the history and reputation, The Jubilee will not disappoint, giving you all you can handle.

For a few suggestions on how to include St. Andrews Jubilee Course on your trip, click here.
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