Course of the Week – Prestwick Golf Club






One of the world’s most historic courses and a true classic links, Prestwick not only originated The British Open, but hosted the event on a total of 24 occasions. Few other courses contain as much golf history. 

Prestwick – Where The British Open began

By David Brice / Golf International, Inc.

Prestwick Golf Club was where The British Open began back in 1860. A field of just eight professional golfers from clubs around Scotland played three rounds over the 12-holes that were then Prestwick links, to determine who would be the champion. Willie Park of Musselburgh won the event, beating Old Tom Morris, the Prestwick professional, by two strokes.

Prestwick went on to host The Open for each of the next 11 years the event was held. It continued as an Open venue, alternating with St. Andrews, Musselburgh, Muirfield, Sandwich (now renamed Royal St. Georges) and Hoylake (now Royal Liverpool) until 1925, when it hosted the 60th British Open.

That was to be Prestwick’s final Open. It was retired from the circuit after hosting the world’s most prestigious golf tournament on a total of 24 occasions, a record only matched by one other venue, St. Andrews Old Course, when it hosted the 1995 Open.

Founded in 1851 – 27 years before its next-door neighbor, Troon Golf Club, Prestwick is among the world’s most distinguished golf clubs and an important piece of golf history that will intrigue even those with only a fleeting interest in the subject.

The 18-hole Prestwick course of today still retains seven of the original 12 greens and the atmosphere from start to finish is a daunting feeling of playing a piece of golf’s most hallowed ground. This is a pure classic links course, as true to the original philosophy behind the game as any that still exist. 

The player must confront all of the adversities that were placed before those golfers of old but with the distinct advantage of playing with modern day equipment   - imagine how stern the test would be armed with only hickory clubs and those early gutty balls. 

You must still play over the humps and hillocks of irregular fairways; the blind shots are as blind as they have ever been, the ominously deep pot bunkers are no shallower and the eccentrically contoured greens, no less eccentric. But that’s the charm of Prestwick – it’s a course brimming over with all of the oddities unique to old fashioned links layouts. 

This is a love it or hate it course with no middle ground separating the two. It bears little resemblance to any you may have played before, but it’s golf the way those early pioneers of the game intended golf to be. The experience for those with any feeling for the game is immeasurable and something to provide memories enough to last a lifetime.

For all of its challenges, the links at Prestwick are only a part of the Prestwick experience. Be sure to allow enough time after your round to spend an hour or two in the clubhouse to be overwhelmed by one of the most astounding collections of golf memorabilia in existence. If the historic importance of this club did not make itself apparent on the course, then it certainly will within these sacred walls.

This is where Willie Park and Old Tom Morris shared a glass after that very first Open in 1860; it’s where James Braid, Tom Ball and Ted Ray reviewed their 1908 contest and where Harry Vardon, J.H. Taylor and H.B. Simpson discussed the finer aspects of their 1914 Open.

Prestwick is indeed a golf sanctuary, to be absorbed, savored and enjoyed to the fullest. One thing I can assure you, after an excursion to Prestwick, you will come away with a greater appreciation for the game than you ever had before.

Never miss the opportunity to play historic Prestwick and for a few suggestions, click here.
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