Course of the Week – Murrayshall 

Murrayshall – An escape to top-drawer golf and the life of a Scottish Laird.

By David Brice / Golf International, Inc.

Ever dreamed of living the life of a Scottish Laird? Perthshire’s gracious Murrayshall offers the opportunity and in grand style. Elegant, informal and with a pair of excellent layouts at the front door, the good life gets no better.

A golf trip to Scotland means links golf for most. It’s an opportunity to play a kind of golf rarely found outside of the British Isles and quite different from the somewhat tamer version of the game played on the manicured fairways of your home club. But there’s a lot more to Scottish golf than links - the selection of inland layouts is no less impressive and still with a distinctly Scottish character. 

One or two well-chosen inland layouts, played during the middle of a trip, makes a refreshing change to the often exhausting experience of playing 6 or 7 consecutive rounds on only seaside courses. It also provides an opportunity see another, very attractive side of Scotland and the county of Perthshire, gateway to The Highlands, is the heart of the country and one of its most handsome regions. 

The fabled three layouts at Gleneagles and Blairgowrie’s esteemed Rosemount Course, all ranked among the top 100 courses in the British Isles, make their homes here, but the real pearls of Perthshire golf are names far less familiar. Crieff, Dalmunzie House, Pitlochry and Taymouth Castle are among the thoroughly enjoyable layouts, made all the more so, by their stunning settings. This is the Scotland of travel brochures, with a magnificent landscape of sweeping glens, glittering lochs and a God-given tranquility that reminds us why golf is such a wonderful game. What other sport is practiced in the midst of Mother Nature’s very best handiwork? But Perthshire is also steeped in golf history and a place where golf has been played for more than five centuries.

Be as careful in the selection of lodging for a couple of nights in this picturesque part of the country and you will bring an entirely new perspective to your Scottish golf experience. There may be no better choice than Murrayshall House Hotel and Golf Courses, an idyllic golf retreat tucked away on it’s own private estate of 300 glorious Perthshire acres. Situated only a few miles from the fair city of Perth, Scotland’s capital during medieval times, this magnificent country house hotel is the epitome of the goodlife while doing so in a wonderfully informal way. The hotel’s two top class championship courses at the front door are almost an added bonus.

The Murrayshall Course is the shining star and since opening in 1981 has established an excellent reputation not only for the serious challenge presented, but also for the beauty of the setting. This is far from an easy layout, yet it holds the innate ability to help you  quickly forget any bad score and instead dwell on the sheer golf pleasure it contains 

Demanding strategy from start to finish, the Murrayshall is over 6,400 yards of perfectly balanced difficulty and forgiveness, with a similar sharing of stress and relaxation. It’s hard to imagine any player not developing an immediate affection for this very likeable layout.

The first couple of holes are somewhat hilly, but nothing too demanding and set up to get the blood circulating as the course gently eases the player into the test that lies ahead, taking a clearly defined line between stands of elegant, mature trees. The fairways are generous and the rough, though definitely rough, is not as penal as some of the links course you may have been playing. But keep your wits about you and concentrate on your game, remember this is a thinking man’s course, with a testiness that delights in taking the unsuspecting by surprise.

The 7th is the most challenging hole on the front nine – a tight, 379 yard dog-leg, with a narrow entrance to the green, well guarded with a stand of mature trees and a burn passing nearby. The 10th is a delightfully short, downhill hole, requiring a lay-up, short of the pond that protects the approach. Accuracy with a well-positioned tee-shot will be the difference between par and bogey, or worse.

An abundance of water hazards; huge, cunningly placed bunkers and the ever-present mature trees, will continue the golf examination through the end of an entirely enjoyable round. If you have the chance, don’t overlook Murrayhall’s second layout, the Lynedoch Course, which presents a contrasting but equally enjoyable challenge of its own.

Most of all, take advantage of a stay at Murrayshall to savor living the life of a Scottish Laird in gloriously informal style. With only 41 suites and bedrooms, there’s a very special intimate and genuinely warm, friendly atmosphere, never to be found at the better known, larger golf resorts, yet the menu of possible activities is nothing less.

Clay pigeon shooting, archery and fishing for either salmon or trout are all available, complete with expert instruction and equipment rental, as is horseback riding and falconry. There’s 4x4 driving and simply walking or bicycling though the 350-acre estate to discover the beauty that is the Perthshire countryside. This and some remarkable golf besides, helps make Murrayshall one of the great unsung heroes of Scotland’s good life – grab it and enjoy.

For more ideas on how to get the most out of your Scottish golf trip, click here.
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