Course of the Week – Gullane

Gullane Golf Club – A trio of links courses in the grand Scottish tradition

By David Brice / Golf International, Inc.
With more golf history than St. Andrews and as many quality links courses as any place, Gullane is the undisputed golf capital of Scotland’s East Lothian.

The small East Lothian village of Gullane, located less than a half hour’s drive away from Edinburgh, is the unofficial Golf Headquarters for this part of Scotland. In and around the village lies one of the heaviest concentrations of quality links layouts to be found anywhere.

Here you will find the most highly regarded links course of all, Muirfield, home to the Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers and one of Scotland’s most exclusive clubs. Bordering the village is Luffness New, an impressive track where the combined efforts of Tom Morris and James Braid provide a cunning test of accuracy and ball control over a deceivingly difficult links.

Take a fifteen-minute drive along the coast from Gullane and you can be on any one of a bevy of other superb seaside courses. Among the best known layouts are, North Berwick, Dunbar, Longniddry and Musselburgh Old, the oldest playing course in the world.

But with three more excellent links’ situated in the tiny village, there may be no need to get into a car at all.

Sharing the same clubhouse on the village green, Gullane Number’s 1, 2 and 3 courses may not have the most imaginative names in golf, but don’t judge the book by the cover, these are three character-filled challenges, not to be missed.

Deservedly, the flagship layout is Gullane Number 1, though don’t be misled into thinking that Number 2, with its somewhat shorter length is lacking in either character or challenge - this is a pair of toughies, no matter which way you slice it.

Gullane Number 3 may at first blush seem a pushover at only a little over 5,200 yards, but this again is not the reality and even though it may be the less problematic of the trio, it is still more than capable of providing an exciting round.

It is Number 1 however that remains the pride and joy of Gullane.

Opened in 1884, Gullane Number 1 is the oldest of the three, providing almost 6,500 yards of serious examination that will test even the most experienced links golfer. 

With Muirfield as its immediate neighbor, the two courses share the very same coastline, but not the same kind of terrain, giving a distinctly unique and especially challenging character to Gullane.

Muirfield is a classic links – flat and relatively featureless at times. Gullane occupies a hilly stretch of the coast, adding more than a few additional challenges to those expected, even from a tough links. It’s the extra challenge presented by Gullane Number 1 that has made it a regular final qualifier for The British Open.

The deceivingly easy opening, a short par 4, can give false hopes to those who are not prepared for all that is to follow. 

Slowly increasing in length as it climbs up Gullane Hill, the intensity of the test builds through the sixth. It’s not until the seventh tee that the summit has been reached.

Before tackling the tempting downhill drive, linger a while to soak in the views, some of the most famous in golf. Seldom will you experience anything quite as spectacular.

To the front and left, magnificent vistas over the gentle hills and farmlands of the Lothians and across Muirfield links, with the city of Edinburgh in the distance. To the right, picture postcard views across the Firth of Forth to the hills of Fife, that other golfing Kingdom. If nothing else, the green fees are worth it for the scenery alone.

After the seventh the course moves toward the shoreline. The tenth through twelfth present a lengthy and particularly demanding stretch, followed by more tightly bunkered short holes. Then it’s on to another glorious downhill drive on the seventeenth, before the round ends as it began, in the heart of the village.

Gullane Number 1 is an outstanding links layout, good enough to not only be a British Open Qualifier, but frequently used as a venue for other important championships.

The Scottish Professional Championships, Amateur International Championships, Scottish Amateur Championships and British Ladies Championships are among the many that have selected Gullane Number 1 for their events.

For the many unable to obtain a visitor time on Muirfield, there is no finer substitute than Gullane Number 1 and the locals will tell you, this should have been your first choice anyway. 

For suggestions on including the Gullane courses and other East Lothian links layouts in your Scottish golf itinerary, click here. 
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