Course of the Week – Glasgow Gailes

Glasgow Gailes – A tough links course worth getting to know.

By David Brice / Golf International, Inc. 

Historically important and tough enough to be a regular qualifying course for The British Open, when it’s played at Turnberry or Royal Troon, Glasgow Gailes is worth getting to know.

When The British Open next returns to Royal Troon Golf Club, a neighboring links course, Glasgow Gailes, will once again be used as a qualifier. The powers that be consider any tour player good enough to conquer a qualifier as stern as Glasgow Gailes, is good enough to enter The British Open. 

Glasgow Gailes is a part of the galaxy of golfing gems on Scotland’s western shores that form one of the richest concentrations of links courses in the world. 

Sharing the same rugged coastline, the same wind coming in off the Ocean and thanks to the Gulf Stream, a surprisingly mild climate year round, not all in the bevy are household names. Turnberry, Royal Troon, Prestwick and Western Gailes are the most recognizable, but there are plenty more stars in this golfing heaven, including Glasgow Gailes.

Located on the coast between the towns of Troon and Irvine, Glasgow Gailes is actually the second course for 9th oldest golf club in the world, Glasgow Golf Club, founded in 1787 by a group of wealthy merchants from Scotland’s largest city.

By 1890 the club’s original course, a parkland layout situated in the city of Glasgow, had become too popular and more space was needed for the burgeoning membership. The decision was made to create a second course located 30 miles away on a stretch of Ayrshire coast that was fast gaining a reputation as the best linksland in the entire country.

An appropriate piece of land was purchased and Willie Fernie, the golf architect of the day and a British Open champion, was brought in to design a layout, at least the equal to its prestigious neighbors. Willie’s work was completed in short order and construction commenced on the new Glasgow Gailes course. The layout opened on May 19th 1892 and shortly after was hosting its first professional tournament, attracting an impressive field of  top players including Tom Morris, Ben Sayers and Willie Auchterlonie. The  purse was worth almost $70.

Since those early days Glasgow Gailes has been chosen as the venue for numerous major tournaments, regional, national and international. In recent years these have included The Scottish Amateur Championship, The Scottish PGA Championship, The British Seniors Open Amateur Championship. It won’t be too long before it will once more be used as a qualifier for the British Open.

From the championship tees, the course measures a shade over 6,840 yards and manages to present a continually changing challenge, with practically no two holes bearing any similarity. 

There is a generous helping of cunning bunkering, especially around the lush greens, always magnificently maintained and it is on and around the greens where the major test of Glasgow Gailes is presented.

But this is links golf and links golf is always ready with a surprise or two – be wary and look out for that wind gusting in from the Irish Sea. Keep the ball low and try to save yourself the displeasure of leaving the fairways. The rough at Glasgow Gailes is made up mostly of heather and gorse, pretty to look at from afar when it’s blooming but impossible to deal with up close when you are trying to find then extricate your ball. 

There is no doubt in my mind that Glasgow Gailes, though lacking in fame, is as good as any other course on this glorious stretch of coastline, including those big names. If you are in this part of Scotland, try not to miss it.

For some suggestions on including Glasgow Gailes and other Ayrshire champions on your trip, click here.  
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