Dalmahoy 

Edinburgh is an impressive city, surrounded by an array of equally impressive golf courses. From some of Scotland’s oldest and most revered links to challenging inland gems where Dalmahoy ranks among the toughest. 

Dalmahoy proves there’s more to Scottish golf than links alone.

By David Brice / Golf International, Inc.

St. Andrews may be dubbed as the capital of Scottish golf, but there are others with as much claim to the title, not the least of which is the capital city of Edinburgh. There are more than 30 courses in the immediate area surrounding this elegant city, including some of the most historic and highly regarded layouts known in golf. 

Practically every great architect the game has ever known, from Old Tom Morris to James Braid and H. S. Colt, to our own Tom Doak, have examples of their craftsmanship here. Some of these courses have achieved worldwide fame, while others have been content to remain outside of the spotlight, unheralded and appreciated by only the locals. 

The world’s oldest playing course, Musselburgh, is just 30 minutes from Edinburgh Castle. Musselburgh Golf Club was officially formed in 1774, but there is evidence that points to golf being played here at least a century earlier. The top ranked course in the entire British Isles, Muirfield, home to The Honourable Company of Edinburgh Golfers and the oldest golf club in the world, is no further. This prestigious club, responsible for drawing up the original rules of golf in 1744, has been a regular host to The British Open since 1892, yet still welcomes a few fortunate visitors each week. 

It will take a few minutes longer to reach the West Links at North Berwick, the most copied course on the globe for good reason. Every visiting golfer should make the pilgrimage to experience the magic of North Berwick for themselves. By all means play the famous courses, but overlook some of those with names less familiar and you could be missing a very special golf experience. 

The Dalmahoy Golf & Country Club may seem an unlikely candidate for must play status at first glance. Firstly it’s not a private club, but a golf resort, operated by Marriott Hotels - not the most Scottish of names to be sure. Dalmahoy sits only a scant 3 miles from Edinburgh’s busy airport and 9 miles from the city center – can a course this close to civilization be any good? Finally, Dalmahoy’s two layouts don’t run alongside some windblown, sandy shoreline – these are not links layouts, but a pair of parkland courses. 

Preconceived ideas are unhealthy and often, as in this case, unwarranted. Dalmahoy belongs on the must play list of any golfer visiting Edinburgh.

Marriott Hotels happens to be a rather fine and internationally experienced operator of hotels and golf courses – For any who think American’s may not be up to running a good golf resort in Scotland, take a look at Turnberry, where Westin Hotels manages to get by quite well. In St. Andrews The Old Course Hotel and Dukes Course, under the ownership and management of American business tycoon, Herbie Kohler (of Whistling Straits and bathroom fame) is doing an equally excellent job. 

Marriott has been operating golf resorts in Britain far longer and is no exception. Their professionalism and attention to detail comes shining through at Dalmahoy. From the standard of the hotel to the quality and immaculate maintenance of the courses, it’s close to perfection.

Both the shorter West Course and the championship East Course, opened in 1927, the work of legendary architect and five times British Open winner, James Braid. Noted for his masterful and generous use of bunkers together with cunning, if not deviously designed greens, both tracks are classic Braid. But it’s The East Course, considered one of Scotland’s very best inland layouts that will be relished by the accomplished player.

The setting is idyllic – a 1,000 acre country estate of mature trees and rolling countryside surrounding an 18th century manor house, now tastefully transformed into a 4 star resort hotel. But don’t allow the handsome scenery to distract, The East Course has a stern examination of golf ahead and by the end of the round, there will be a sense of relief if you have pulled through with a respectable score.

In typical Braid style, the opening hole is a mannerly introduction between you and the course, where par is made possible for most. Gradually increasing the challenge, by the fourth hole the fight is on. The rough becomes rougher, the bunkers more cunningly placed, the greens harder to hold; precision and club selection are ever more important.

If you think the front nine is tough, wait until the turn. Braid saves his best until last and it’s the back half that brings forth the most testing challenge and all of Dalmahoy’s guns are brought out to defend.

Longer and less understanding than the front, the back nine bares its teeth from the outset. The 11th thru 17th are especially unsympathetic, with the 15th providing a special terror. Aptly called Wee Wrecker, it’s guaranteed to live up to its name as far as your scorecard is concerned – don’t take it lightly.

For any who may have been under the misconception that Scottish golf is only about links courses, Dalmahoy proves otherwise. The absence of a blustering wind coming in from the ocean has caused the designers of inland courses to seek out other lines of defense and an accomplished architect like James Braid was a master of the art. Dalmahoy proves it in grand style.

For a few ideas on how to enjoy Edinburgh and her amazing golf, click here.
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